Although the Dalen-Fuchs nodule is a characteristic pathological feature of sympathetic dphthalmia, found in both sympathising and exciting eyes, it is not pathognomonic for this entity. Dalen-Fuchs nodules have also been reported in sarcoidosis, tuberculosis, and the Vogt-Koyanagi-Harada syndrome.5 6
Isolated nodular collections of cells lying between
Bruch's membrane and the retinal pigment epithelium, in association with sympathetic ophthalmia, are classically referred to as Dal6n-Fuchs nodules. ' The morphologic appearance of the nodular lesions was originally described in 1881 by Brailey2 as 'small globular aggregations of unpigmented cells, in or upon the pigment epithelial layer . . . by means of which small tracts of the ciliary retina may be raised in an arch-like manner. ' The classic studies by Dalen3 in 1904 and Fuchs4 in 1905 showed that these hemispherical nodular lesions consisted primarily of epithelioid cells, lymphocytes, and metaplastic cells from the retinal pigment epithelium.
Although the Dalen-Fuchs nodule is a characteristic pathological feature of sympathetic dphthalmia, found in both sympathising and exciting eyes, it is not pathognomonic for this entity. Dalen-Fuchs nodules have also been reported in sarcoidosis, tuberculosis, and the Vogt-Koyanagi-Harada syndrome.5 6 The purpose of this study is to describe the morphological variation of Dalen-Fuchs nodules in sympathetic ophthalmia. 
Materials and methods
Fifty histologically verified cases of sympathetic ophthalmia obtained from the pathology files of the Estelle Doheny Eye Foundation, Los Angeles, California, USA, and from cases referred to the Doheny Sympathetic Ophthalmia Study were evaluated by light microscopy to determine the incidence and morphological features of Dalen-Fuchs nodules. In 48 cases the exciting eye was examined histologically. In two unrelated cases the sympathising eye was examined histologically.
Results

INCIDENCE
The presence of at least one well-defined DalenFuchs nodule was confirmed in 18 (36%) cases. This figure represents a conservative estimate, because serial sections were not available in all cases. (Haematoxylin and eosin, x50).
retinal pigment epithelium. Careful evaluation of our material revealed a morphological spectrum of lesions occurring along the retinal pigment epithelium.
The first type of lesion providing the earliest indication of Dalen-Fuchs nodule formation consists of focal hyperplasia and aggregation of retinal pigment epithelial cells (Fig. 1) . The retinal pigment epithelial cells form small mounds or localised areas of stratification (Fig. 2) .
The second type of lesion is characterised by the presence of well defined and closely packed collections of epithelioid cells underlying a dome of retinal pigment epithelium. These lesions are classically interpreted as Dalen-Fuchs nodules (Fig. 3) . Metaplastic cells from the retinal pigment epithelium, lymphocytes, and giant cells may occasionally be found within this nodular structure (Fig. 4) . In the third type of lesion the retinal pigment epithelial dome of the Dalen 
